
St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Infant School 
 

Curriculum Update 
 

Summer Term 1 – Y1P and Y1FA 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

This letter informs you about what your child will be learning at school in the first half of the 
summer term. We hope that you will be able to help your child explore and discuss these areas at 
home through some of the following ideas: 
 

• researching areas at the local library and helping your child develop their library skills. 
Especially with libraries having been closed, it would be helpful for your child to visit and 
discover what the library has to offer.  
 

• searching with them on the internet for child friendly material and relevant websites or 
watching relevant television programmes that may support their work.  
 

• visiting a museum. Museums are due to open again on 17th May. During different times, we 
would have hoped to visit The V&A Museum of Childhood on a school trip. They have lots 
of exhibits that would support our topic and help the children to learn about toys in the 
past. Perhaps you could visit as a family. 

 

• most importantly, talk to your child about what they have done at school and praise their 
achievements. This half term we will be learning about toys in the past. Encourage your child 
to talk to friends and relatives to learn about their experiences. Support your children in 
finding out about the toys you played with when you were younger. 

 
 

 

Subject 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Religious 
Education 

As we complete our work on Salvation, we will learn about the stories related 
to Jesus’ Resurrection, His Ascension into Heaven and the presence of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Our next theme is ‘Gospel’ or ‘Good News’ and, 
through this topic, we will explore stories from the Bible where Jesus offered 
friendship, forgiveness and peace. We will make links to the lessons He 
taught us on how to behave and make the right choices and discuss the good 
news that God loves us all and forgives us when we say sorry. 

 

Science 
During this half term we will complete our work on ‘Materials’ and learn 
which materials are magnetic or not. We will work scientifically by carrying 
out simple experiments to predict and test the suitability of different 
materials for a certain purpose, using our knowledge and understanding of 
their properties. We will continue to pay close attention to seasonal changes 
around the school locality, using scientific language to describe our 
observations, and begin to learn the names of some common trees and 
flowers. We will discuss and label the parts of a plant and explore which ones 
provide food for humans. 

 

Personal, 
Social and 

Health 
Education 

(PSHE) 

We will start by exploring the new theme of ‘relationships’, thinking carefully 
about the feelings and emotions involved, healthy relationships and valuing 
differences. We will identify the wide range of feelings we experience and 
how we recognise the feelings of others. We will be encouraged to talk about 
the special people in our lives and how our behaviour can affect others in 
different situations. We will learn the meaning of the words ‘fair’ and ‘unfair’, 
‘kind’ and ‘unkind’. We will discuss how we can let people know when we are 
feeling uncomfortable or hurt and suggest ways we can make ourselves and 
others feel better. 

  

  
 



  

 

Topic 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
History Our topic begins with a focus on the children’s own personal 
memories, supported by items in their memory box. They will be encouraged 
to think about what they remember about being small and how they have 
grown and changed since then. They will begin to learn about changes within 
living memory by exploring toys from today and then learning about toys 
from the past. As part of this, the children will be asking for your 
contributions of toys you played with when you were young. They will make 
comparisons with toys from different periods in history and think about how 
they have changed and the reasons why.  
 
Design and Technology In Design Technology this term, the children will 
enjoy finding out about puppets and their purpose. They will explore how to 
work with fabric to create their own puppets. The children will start the topic 
by looking at simple finger puppets. They will then go on to develop and 
refine their sewing skills (specifically running stitch) before designing, 
creating and evaluating their own glove puppets.  
 
Physical Education As part of our dance unit this half term, the children in 
both Y1P and Y1FA will identify and develop moves in the context of toys 
from the past and present. They will synchronise movements with a partner 
and respond to different music, thinking about changes in height, speed and 
direction.  
Later in the half term, Y1P will begin to develop some of the skills involved 
in playing tennis. We will learn how to hold a tennis racket correctly and use 
it to control a ball, by balancing it on the racket, stopping a rolling ball and 
hitting a ball with some control and coordination. We will build up to playing 
small, simple games with a partner.   
Later in the half term, Y1FA will be focussing on skipping. We will recap on 
how to hold the skipping rope correctly and how to turn the rope and jump. 
For those that find skipping more challenging, we will work on building 
confidence and speed when completing single or double bounce skipping. 
For those skilled, confident skippers who we have in the class, we will try to 
master more difficult skills such as twister and criss-cross. We will also try 
some paired skipping and some group skipping using a long rope. 
 
Computing During computing this half term, we will be completing our 
second unit on programming. This time, the children will be introduced to 
on-screen programming through ScratchJr. They will explore the way a 
project looks by investigating sprites and backgrounds. They will use 
programming blocks to use, modify and create programs. The children will 
also be introduced to the early stages of program design through the 
introduction of algorithms. 
 
Music Following the Charanga Music scheme, the children will listen to, and 
appraise, a variety of songs which encourage them to ‘use their imagination’. 
They will take part in warm-up in games and challenges that embed pulse, 
rhythm and pitch and use untuned and tuned instruments to play 
instrumental parts of the songs. 
 

 

 


